Against the Grain / April 2008 <http://www.against-the-grain.com> Sparta Public Library is certainly in the spotlight as a result of this innovative (and potentially legally inflammatory) move. Lapsley says she has been interviewed by both American Libraries and the New York Times in the last month, not to mention the two already published write-ups in Library Journal. I checked back with Lapsley at the end of March; despite all of the press, she says she has not heard a thing from Amazon to date, and she prefers it that way. As Francine Fialkoff, Editor-in-Chief of LJ, recently pointed out in an editorial in the March 1, 2008 issue, "If Amazon is smart, Sparta won't [hear from them]." Fialkoff goes on to explain, "As lenders of hardware and software, including downloadable audiobooks and eBooks and their various players, libraries help promote the very companies that would prevent these same libraries from disseminating their products."
If you are not prepared to flout Amazon and their attorneys, there may be applications for the Kindle within a library setting without actually circulating the device or the content. In the Winter 2008 issue of netConnect, Christopher Harris floats the idea of a librarian offering roaming reference services equipped with a Kindle, which already includes a dictionary and access to Wikipedia and could be loaded with additional reference resources from the Kindle store. Russell spoke persuasively about the "next big thing" in scholarly communication. In Ian's mind, the rise of China as both a consumer and producer of research would profoundly influence the space in the decade to come. Given the tight 20 minute allotment the Charleston forum provided, it was difficult to delve into this provocative prognostication in substantive detail. The rise of China, a popular topic sure to be ubiquitous as the Beijing Olympic Games approach this summer, is a fascinating subject that deserves a bit more attention in the scholarly communication space.
Want your own
Let's start with the basic facts as they pertain to China. The Chinese population exceeds 1.3 billion, more than 20% of the world's total. Its economy has averaged 9%+ growth for each of the last 20 years. It has more than 2,000 universities and six million enrolled higher education students. (Of less relevance here but still interesting for anyone writing a book report, ice cream was invented in China 4,000 years ago, it borders 14 other countries, and it produces more cotton than any other nation in the world.)
Where these statistics start to gain relevance to this discussion are in the trend lines. China's GDP investment in research and development will grow from around 1% earlier this decade to 2.5% in 2020. 
